Published in the March-April, 1997 issue
of Orthodoxon Paterikon Salpisma

Church of the True Orthodox Christians of Greece
The Sacred Synod!

Protocol no. 73 In Athens
' April 1/14, 1997

Synodical Decree

Our Sacred Synod, having heard and discussed sufficiently the proposal of the Right
Reverend Bishop Macarius of Petra, dated March 29 of the present year, is firmly convinced that
the altercations during the year 1985 between the blessedly reposed hierarchs Auxentius and
Gerontius arose from the plots of third parties and that the verdicts of both are uncanonical and
invalid; therefore our Sacred Synod declares here her vote and verdict:

Our Sacred Synod of the Church of the True Orthodox Christians of Greece, exercising
rightfully and canonically that judicial authority granted her by the Sacred Canons, after
considering all the well-grounded and sound reasons set forth in the Recommendation dated
March 29 of this year submitted by the Right Reverend Macarius, Bishop of Petra, whereby
clearly and fully the uncanonicity of all the procedural actions of the Judicial Decisions numbered
1,2,3 and 4/1985 and, consequently, the uncanonicity of those same decisions (especially that of
4/1985) and of the sentence of deposition imposed upon His Beatitude Archbishop Auxentius,
and the most reverend Metropolitan Germanus of Aiolia, Athanasius of Larisa, Maximus of
Cephalonia, and Gerasimus of Thebes and Beotia, decrees that these depositions are also
uncanonical, invalid, and void, and recognizes the aforenamed as canonical bishops, since they
never ceased being the rightful and canonical rulers of their thrones. Wherefore, the reposed
Hierarchs Auxentius and Gerasimus are to be inscribed in the Diptychs of the Hierarchs; as for
those who are among the living, Athanasius of Larisa and Germanus of Aiolia are accepted into
ecclesiastical with no other formality, but Maximus of Cephalonia shall be received only by
petition, since he must be examined concerning the uncanonical ordinations of last year, which he
performed contrary to the will of the bishops with whom he was in communion. Of course, it is
understood that we recognize and also bless all the priestly services and other sacred ecclesiastical
actions of the aforementioned Archbishop and Metropolitans, except the ordinations which they
performed after 1985 to the present, which we reserve the right to examine upon the petition of
the ordinands.2

We command that the departed Bishop Theonas be inscribed in the Diptychs.

Our Sacred Synod, fraternally announcing the above to all our brethren who were adherents
of the late blessed Archbishop Auxentius for their notification and information, believes firmly that
they wilOl rejoice with great joy over the reconciliation and cessation of evils which have been
heaped up during this period of separation; furthermore, since canonically and lawfully by the vote
of our hierarchs, canonical order and peace have been restored in our most holy Church, we are
persuaded that our Lord Jesus Christ will grant abundant blessings and perfect peace, now and in
the future age.

1 Made up of bishops who left Kiousis in 1994-5.

2 What this Decision says, essentially, is that, if you're dead, you’re canonical; if you’re alive, you may or
may not be canonical. In other words, death automatically confers canonicity! An interesting and, of course,
untenable concent.



We pray that He Who governs all things with wisdom and heals the broken will send a spirit
of reconciliation and peace to all our separated brethren, so that in His infinite goodness and love
for man He grant that all who have walled themselves off from acursed Ecumenism be gathered
into one flock, with worthy pastors and bishops for every place.

Finally, we pray that the memory of the ever-memorable and bless Archpastors Auxentius
and Gerontius be eternal.

We greet you with a holy kiss, and we shower the fervent prayers of our Sacred Synod
upon all the flock of Christ.

We remain your beloved brethren in Christ,

The President The Members
Callinicus, Metropolitan Euthymius of Thessalonica
of Phthiotis and Thaumacus Macarius of Petra

Ambrose of Philippi

Anthimus of Gardicius

Christopher of Aegina
Photograph

Auxentius, Archbishop of Athens and all Greece (right) and Gerontius, Metropolitan of Peiraius
and Salamina, our ever-memorable and blessed Hierarchs and Guardians of our Orthodox Faith,

Eternal be their Memory

“All things written, spoken, or enacted against them, we cast into oblivion”
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