IN ORDER TO DISPEL the falsehood that is being spread regarding the “canonical trial”
of Archimandrite Panteleimon and the departure of Holy Transfiguration Monastery from
ROCOR, we post a letter of Bishop Gregory Grabbe. Bishop Gregory was a canon law
expert and served as secretary under the first three Metropolitans of the Russian
Orthodox Church Outside of Russia for fifty years. Bishop Gregory reposed in the year
1995, and not long before, requested that no bishop of ROCOR attend his funeral.

Bishop Gregory’s following letter, along with other correspondence with the First
Hierarchs of the Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, its clergy and some activists, is
open to public access and are found in the “Grabbe Archives” in the Special
Collection section of the Stanford University Libraries, Stanford, CA 94305.

Bishop Gregory Grabbe reposed in the year 1995.
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11/24 March 1987

Dear Vasily Ivanovich,
Thank-you for your letter of March 16.

Concerning those who left us, you are mistaken. First of all, it is not only Greeks, but also
Russians and Americans. I always found it easy to work with them. They departed from
us because our hierarchs hounded them out. This is the fruit of the work of enemy agents,
and of chauvinism on our part (of several of our bishops), and of the banishment of love
as the guiding principle of administration. For you see, they condemned Fr. Panteleimon
without an investigation. Not a single investigator came to the monastery, just as the
Metropolitan never visited even once. None of the exonerating evidence, which I
submitted while still an active member, was taken into consideration; the accusation was
founded upon the testimonies of people who, according to the canons, cannot be
witnesses against a priest. It is significant that the entire brotherhood remained with Fr.
Panteleimon. The mode of operation of the chief investigator, Archbishop Antony of Los
Angeles, consists of driving a person to despair by means of injustice, impelling him in
such a state to depart, and then defrocking him for doing so. A simplified method, but not
Christian. That this method had been employed in the cases of Fr. Antony [Grabbe] and
of Fr. Panteleimon was admitted by the Metropolitan in a conversation with a delegation
of clergy. I was removed because I was forever reminding everyone concerning the



canons. With me taking part it would not have been possible to pass lawless resolutions.
Partly it is a matter of personal feelings [against Fr. Panteleimon / me], but I cannot rule
out the influence of agents. Incidentally, my correspondent from Russia expresses his
perplexity at some of the broadcasts of Fr. V. Potapov, an active participant in brewing
this mess, who has a certain sympathy for part of the Moscow Patriarchate.

Incidentally, in the past Fr. Panteleimon always spoke out against us having a Greek
made a bishop. He left only after they [the ROCA] had first approved the newly-elected
abbot, and then a few days later had accused him without a trial, and had entrusted the
superiorship to Archbishop Antony of Los Angeles, who manifestly acted like a battering
ram in order to destroy the monastery, which possesses great and valuable property
gathered by Fr. Panteleimon.

Of course, I write this in strict confidence, only for your information. Of course all this is

quite complicated, and it is difficult to point the finger at anyone in particular, especially
In writing.

I hope that your flu soon passes. Concerning the Conference, my participation will
depend on the state of my health. At present I would not be able to endure it.

May God’s blessing be upon you and Liudmila Vasilievna.

In the love of Christ,

Russian text below:
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Hoporo#t Bacunit IBaHoBHYS,
Cniacu6o 3a miceMo OT |6 MapTa

OTHOGHTSNLHO OTOMENMNXL OTh Hach BEl onmbasteck, IIpsxime BGSTO 3TO H6 TOJNLKO IPEKH, & TYTh U
pYccKie  amepHkaHiH, MuB Boerma serro 6510 ¢b BUME palotars, OHY OTOLUIH OTh HAGH NOTOMY 4TO
Hany IIpeocBAIteHHbIE HXb BRI, DT0 IMOLb Bpaxecko areRTYPHOR paboTH B INOBHEU3MA ¢ HAILICH
CTOPOHEl (HOKOTOPH IS EMHGKOIIOBE) H YCTPAHAHIA H3E P aBIeHis PYROBOMCTBA N060BbI0, BRb 0.
ITanTenenMora ocymuik Ge3b onbaeTeia. Hu ommes crbmoBatens B GRUTE B MORACTHPE, Xaks Hu pasy Ho
6eure METpONONAT, HU%ero n3b ONpaBLaTeibHar ¢ MaTepiana, ROTOPHH emoe 1 Nepefals e NPARNMAN06h
BO BHHMEHIS; 05BRHEHIS MOCTPOEHO HA NOKASAHIAXE NICHOH, KOTOPHS 110 KaRORaMb BE MOryTh OHTE
CBANETONMMHE POTERD CBAMGHHAKOBE, ILORASATENBHO, 1T BeA Gparit ocTanack ¢ 0. ITagT0N6HMOROMD.
CucTeMa TiaBHaro ¢nhmoBarteNd, Apxien ARTOHIZ JI. AHXeN, 3aXTIOYa8TCA Bb TOMB, YTOOH HOBECTH
4enopbka N0 0TIATHIA HECIPaBOMMBOGTH IO, NOGYIRTD €TI0 Bb TAKOMB COCTOAHIA YHTH B TOTXA NIRNIATS 8ro
¢ara 3a 3T0. CNoco6s YIpoImeHHE, Ho He XpHcTiarcKd, IlpmvEneris ero By Thnaxt 0. AHTOHIL ¥ 0,
TlanTonmendona GBUTO MpUsHaRO MATPODONHTOME Bb pasropoph ¢k neneranier myxossHeTsa, Meng yGpamu
MOTOMY ¥TO # BCE BpeMA HaOMHHANL ¢ KaHOHAXb, IIpH MOSMb Y2acTid HeBOIMOKHO OLUIO MPOBSCTH
Ges3akoHHN Y onpembrenid, M acTHYHO 3TO TUYHEA YYBCTBA, HO £ HE MOTY HCKIIOYaTh BIigHie aréHTypL!.
Mexmy mpoymds Mo ROPECIONTEHTS W33 Pocein BHICKA3HIBASTE HEILOYIMBHIE 110 IOBOXY BBROTOPH XB
mspenatt o. B, [ToTancsa, mhaTebHArO YIACTHU XA 3aBaPeHHOM KA, Bh KakoH-To MEpE cOTyBCTBORHO
OTHOCAUIArocA ¥b ¥asTH MockoBcroit IlaTpiapxin,

Mexxy mpotuns, 0. [IaHTeNCHMOHD PAHBLUIO BCArKA BEICKA3EIBAIGE NPOTHBD TOrO, TOBH ToTO, 4T0bH ¥
Hach OBUIL IOCT2BNEHD IPeKL apxiepesMtb. OHE YIIENs TONLKO KOTHa BHIOpaHHaro HryMeHa YTBEPIHIH, a
46pe3b HECRONLKO JHeH oOBARANKM 6o3b CyXa, a HaCTOATANLCTBO IOPYIHIR Apxish, ABToHio Jlock ARXEN,,
EOTOPHI ABRO MBACTROBANE XAKL TAPAHD I PaIPYIISHIA MOHAcTHPA, UMEBIOIIAre Gonbinos ¥ oveds
IBHEOS HMYINBCTBO, ¢oOpannos o, ITaHTeNsSHM OHOMS,

KCHEYHO BCE 3TO ITH LY COB. AOBBFUTEIEHO, Tonbro mid Bamtero cehuenis. Konreuno see 310
CNOXHO ¥ TPYIHO Ha ROrO-HEOYIL OUPSKIIICHHO YRa3aTh NANbI6MB, 0COGERHO IMCEMEHHO,

Haxktocs, uTo rpumm Bamre ¢xopo npofimsTs, HTo xacasres Ceisma, To Mos yeacTie 6ynots 3aBuchTs 0T
COCTORHIA 3MopoBba, Colitach % H6 MOT'b Obl oT0 BHASPXATh,

Boxie dinarocnorenis ga 6ymers ¢k Bamn u Jiromuuiiof BacAIEEBHON,

Crb n10680b10 Bo XpHCTE,

lofl 11/25/2006 11:50 PM



